
 
TOWN OF ROCKY HILL 

MEETING MINUTES/MOTIONS 

 

In order to comply with Connecticut General Statutes regarding minutes of meetings, the 

following will be used to record information during all public meetings that take place. An 

original must be submitted to the Town Clerk of Rocky Hill within 48 hours of the meeting 

being adjourned.  Motions should be complete, showing the maker and second of the 

motion as well as how each member voted.  Unanimous votes may be listed as unanimous. 

CORRECTED 
NAME OF PUBLIC BOARD OR COMMISSION 

 
Town Council  

DATE MEETING AGENDA POSTED 

 
July 16, 2014 

LOCATION 

 
Council Chambers – Town Hall  

DATE OF MEETING 

 
July 21, 2014  

TIME MEETING STARTED 

 

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

 
PERSON PREPARING MEETING MINUTES  

 
Jessica M. Dumas 

VERBATIM NOTES TAKEN 

 
 Yes    No 

AUDIO, VIDEO OR LIVE TRANSMISSION OF 

MEETING 
 Yes    No 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT AT MEETING 

 

1. Henry Vasel, Mayor 

 

2. Meg Casasanta 

 

3.         Bill MacDonald  

 

4. Joe Kochanek   

5. Tim Moriarty 

 

6.  Frank Szeps  

7. Cathy Vargas  

 

8.  

9.  

 

10.  

 

NUMBER REQUIRED FOR QUORUM ___6____    QUORUM PRESENT   Yes  No 

 

 

TEXT MOTIONS AND RESULTS VOTES 

 

1st MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Szeps made a motion to move up New Business Item – F re Ordinance Authorizing 

the Town to Purchase the Development Rights to 269 Hayes Road, L005 Hayes Road & R004 

Hayes Road, Collectively Known as “Hayes Farm”. The motion was seconded by Councilor 

Moriarty and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau 

were absent.  
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2nd MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas moved to add Item F. (Accept STEAP Grant for McVicar Field) and Item G. 

(Authorization to Sign Amendment for Cell Phone Tower at 699 Old Main Street) under “New 

Business”.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those 

present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

3rd MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Szeps moved the following resolution reading it aloud and in full. The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Moriarty and adopted by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and 

Councilor Drapeau were absent.  

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACTING TOWN MANAGER TO EXECUTE 

PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT AND INTRODUCING AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS TO HAYES FARM 

 

WHEREAS, The Town of Rocky Hill wishes to purchase the development rights to certain real 

property known as the Hayes Farm; and 

 

WHEREAS, the owners of the Hayes Farm parcels have executed an Agreement for the 

Purchase and Sale of Development Rights, the terms of which Agreement have been approved 

by the Farmland Preservation Committee of the Town Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Charter Section C4-16, said interest in real property can only be 

purchased through the passage of an ordinance; and  

 

WHEREAS, said Agreement for the Purchase and Sale of Development Rights has been 

presented to the Town Council; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ACTING TOWN MANAGER IS 

AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE AND SALE OF 

DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS AND AN ORDINANCE BE INTRODUCED AUTHORIZING 

SAID PURCHASE AND SALE IN THE FORM ATTACHED HERETO. 

 

 

4th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Szeps moved hold a Public Hearing on the following Proposed Ordinance on Monday 

August 18, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilor Casasanta and adopted 

unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS TO HAYES 

FARM 

 

WHEREAS, The Town of Rocky Hill wishes to purchase the development rights to certain real 

property known as the Hayes Farm; and 

 

WHEREAS, the owners of the Hayes Farm parcels have executed an Agreement for the 
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Purchase and Sale of Development Rights, the terms of which Agreement have been approved 

by the Town Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Charter Section C4-16, said interest in real property can only be 

purchased through the passage of an ordinance; and  

 

WHEREAS, the acting Town Manager has been authorized to execute said Agreement for the 

Purchase and Sale of Development Rights by the Town Council; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF ROCKY HILL that 

the following Ordinance is adopted: 

 

The Town of Rocky Hill is authorized to purchase an interest in the property commonly known 

as the Hayes Farm pursuant to a certain Agreement for Purchase and Sale of Development 

Rights.  A copy of said Agreement, without Exhibits, is attached hereto and made a part hereof 

as if fully set forth herein. 

 

THIS ORDINANCE WILL TAKE EFFECT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE TOWN CHARTER 

 

 

5th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Casasanta moved to have the Public Hearing for the Noise Ordinance held on 

September 15, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Moriarty and adopted 

unanimously by those present. Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

6th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Casasanta made a motion to approve the Council minutes of June 16, 2014.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilor Vargas and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy 

Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

7th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas made a motion to approve the Council minutes of July 7, 2014.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilor Casasanta and adopted with Councilors Kochanek and Moriarty 

abstained.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

8th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor MacDonald made a motion to add the Fire Marshal’s Vehicle to this meeting’s agenda 

for discussion purposes.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Moriarty and failed.  Ayes-3; 

Kochanek, MacDonald, Moriarty Nays-4 Vasel, Casasanta, Szeps, Vargas.  Deputy Mayor Bell 

and Councilor Drapeau were absent. 

 

9th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Szeps made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda (Items B. through F.).  The 

motion was seconded by Councilor Moriarty and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy 

Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent.  
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A. Approval – Legal Bills (removed)  

 

B. Approval – Working Notes – April 30, 2014 

 

C. Approval – Street Acceptance – Krol Farm Road and Maryanna Way 

 

BE IT RESOLVED  that  Krol Farm Road off of France Street  for a length of approximately 

950 lineal feet as-built and  Maryanna Way  connecting to Murphy Drive for  a length of 

approximately 900 lineal feet  both shown on the plan, “  Krol Farm Subdivision,  #155 France 

Street, Rocky Hill, CT; RJD Development, LLC, prepared February 10, 2009 by Hallisey 

Pearson & Cassidy and revised to April 15, 2009; Recorded with the Town Clerk at Map 3716 

A-T, June 8, 2009”  is constructed in accordance with Town Specifications and is hereby 

accepted as a town street in accordance with the recommendation of the Town Planning and 

Zoning Commission under Section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes.   

 

Report and Recommendation 

 

The Rocky Hill Planning and Zoning Commission in December 2013 voted to approve with 

conditions the final  bond  release and forwarding  the street acceptance of Sky View Drive to the 

Town Council. The conditions of approval, relating to the improvements within the right of way, 

and legal documentation have been completed and Staff now recommends acceptance. The legal 

documentation, submitted previously, has been reviewed by the Town Attorney.  

 

D. Authorization to Sign – State of Connecticut – Local Bridge Program Supplemental 

Application for Old Main Street over Goff Brook  

 

“State of Connecticut Grant – Local Bridge Program Supplemental Application for Old Main 

Street Bridge over Goff Brook Project” 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Rocky Hill Town Council authorizes the ACTING Town Manager 

to sign the Local Bridge Program Supplemental Application and any associated agreements 

between the State of Connecticut and the Town of Rocky Hill for the Old Main Street Bridge 

over Goff Brook.  

Report and Recommendation 

This supplemental application provides state funding of 31.13% of the total estimated project 

cost for the bridge. The Town’s reimbursement from the State under the Local Bridge Program is 

projected to be $581,363.33. Town staff recommends going forward with the application to the 

Local Bridge Program. 

 

E. Award of Contract – Personal Property Audits 

 

“Award of Contract – Business Personal Property Audit Services” 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Rocky Hill Town Council authorizes the acting Town Manager to 

enter into a contract with Tax Management Associates (TMA), Inc., 2225 Coronation Boulevard, 
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Charlotte, North Carolina to perform business personal property audits for a three year term.  

TMA would receive a contingence fee of 25% of the additional personal property taxes that is 

collected by the Tax Collector office on behalf of the Town of Rocky Hill.     

Report and Recommendation 

The Town of Rocky Hill is exploring ways to collected personal property taxes that it is entitled 

too.  The Assessor recommends using TMA to perform business personal property audits on a 

25% contingence rate and a three term in order to complete an audit cycle for all of those 

businesses in Town.  The contract will not be enter into until reviewed by the Town Attorney. 

 

F. Authorization to Sign – Nutmeg Network Grant Connection  

 

“Authorization to Sign Nutmeg Network Connection Grant” 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that John Mehr, Acting Town Manager is hereby authorized to sign the 

OPM Notice of Grant Award for the Nutmeg Network Connection Grant.  

 

10th MOTION    Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Moriarty made a motion to approve the Legal Bills.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor 

Drapeau were absent.    

 

Councilor Moriarty made a friendly amendment to approve all of the Legal Bills, except for any 

that are RHFD related.  The amendment was seconded by Councilor Szeps. 

 

The motion with the friendly amendment was voted on and adopted unanimously by those 

present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent.   

 

11th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Moriarty and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell 

and Councilor Drapeau were absent.    

 

Board of Education Return of Funds to the General Fund 

And 

Reserve for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures Fund: 

School Improvements – Elementary Schools Rest Rooms 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Rocky Hill Board of Education (BOE) Director of Finance & 

Operations has notified the Town of Rocky Hill’s Finance Director that the BOE will be 

returning to the Town $168,358.40 of unexpended –unencumbered funds from the budget year 

ending June 30, 2014.    

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the BOE request that the Town Council approves $168,358.40 of the 

funds being returned by the BOE be applied towards improvements to school facilities as 

recommended by the BOE.  
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Manager is authorized to expend $168,358.40 of the funds 

that is being returned by the Board of Education to the General Fund for the budget year ending 

June 30, 2014, toward the costs of improvements to school facilities. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT being notified by the Board of Education that the 

amount of funds being returned by the Board of Education to the General Fund for the budget 

year ending June 30, 2014 is $168,358.40.  The Finance Director is authorized to transfer 

$168,358.40 from the General Fund to the Reserve for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditure 

Fund to a designated project line called School Improvements.  This transfer would be effective 

prior to June 30, 2014. 

 

 

12th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell 

and Councilor Drapeau were absent.    

 

“Reserve for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditures Fund – Fire Department”  

 

WHERE AS, the Town of Rocky Hill, in the Fire Department – Training Budget for 2013-2014, 

budgeted $56,900 and in the Fire Department – Fire Fighting Budget for 2013-2014, budgeted 

$492,025 for the operations of these fire departments. The Town had an unexpended –

unencumbered funds balance of $19,587 from the training budget and $34,348 from the 

firefighting budget for the budget year ending June 30, 2014.  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Finance Director is authorized to transfer 

$26,900 from the following General Fund Fire Department – Training and Fire Fighting budget 

accounts into Reserve for Capital and Nonrecurring Expenditure Fund under the project line Fire 

Department:   

 

-Budget line 01-202-202-5334 – Training                              $15,100; 

-Budget line 01-202-205-5445 – Hydrant Service (Standby)     $11,800. 

 

These funds will be used for future fire department expenditures. These transfers would be 

effective prior to June 30, 2014. 

 

13th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Moriarty made a motion to have the part time Records Clerk-Police Department 

position filled.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those 

present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and Councilor Drapeau were absent.    

 

14th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Moriarty made a motion to set a Public Hearing with regards to the Ordinance for 

Income and Expense Report Filing Extension for August 18, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell 

and Councilor Drapeau were absent.    
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15th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilor Szeps and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell 

and Councilor Drapeau were absent.    

 

“Acceptance – STEAP Grant – Replace Turf at McVicar Field” 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Rocky Hill Town Council accepts the $444,000 grant through the 

2014 Small Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) to replace the artificial turf field at 

McVicar Field located at the Rocky Hill High School. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rocky Hill Town Council authorizes the Town Manager 

or Acting Town Manager to sign the necessary documents on behalf of the Town of Rocky Hill 

to secure this STEAP Grant. This grant will be administered by the Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection (DEEP). 

 

16th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Szeps made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilor Moriarty and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and 

Councilor Drapeau were absent.    

 

“Amendment to the Lease – Cell Phone Tower at 699 Old Main Street” 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Rocky Hill Town Council authorizes and directs the Town Manager 

or Acting Town Manager to execute such legal documents associated with the Town of Rocky 

Hill cell phone tower land lease at 699 Old Main Street Rocky Hill, CT with T-Mobile USA 

Tower LLC.  The Town Manager or Acting Town Manager will not sign any documents until 

reviewed by and authorized to sign by the Town Attorney. 

 

Report and Recommendation 

The Police Department is working with the owner of the cell phone tower to incorporate the 

tower as part of the police microwave communication system.  Amendments to the lease 

agreement will be necessary associated with the ground lease and the putting of communication 

equipment up on the tower.  The Town Attorney has been involved in this process since the start 

of the microwave communication system project. 

 

17th MOTION   Passed  Failed  Tabled 

Councilor Vargas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilor Casasanta and adopted unanimously by those present.  Deputy Mayor Bell and 

Councilor Drapeau were absent.      

 

SEE THE MAIN MINUTES WEB PAGE TO ACCESS ADDITIONAL MEETING 

INFORMATION (i.e., WORKING NOTES, ACTIONS). 

 

TIME MEETING ADJOURNED:     8:25   p.m. TIME DELIVERED TO TOWN CLERK:                  
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